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Abstract

"Ghesey-e Shahr-e Sangestan" by Mahdi Akhavan-Sales is a part of the poetry collection "Az
Avesta." This article seeks to elucidate the thematic content and form within the long narrative
poem, " Ghesey-e Shahr-e Sangestan." Initially, the linguistic and literary analyses of the
Formalists were more concerned with form and language; in a way, the fundamental principle of
thematic content—that is, the main idea of the text—was neglected. Ultimately, however, the
Formalists also came to consider thematic content as a factor in the cohesion and aesthetics of the
literary text. Accordingly, by examining the main subject and form of a literary work, the
outstanding features of that work can be revealed. This article seeks to elucidate the thematic
significance of symbols in the poem, by employing a descriptive-analytical method and integrating
different viewpoints of the Formalists. The findings of this research indicate that the success of
Akhavan's poem, "Ghesey-e Shahr-e Sangestan," in the contemporary era is attributed to the
astuteness and genius of his emotion, with two approaches: the selection of the best and most
timeless "thematic content" and the choice of a brilliant literary "form and structure." Through the
use of political and mythological symbols, a method has been chosen by Akhavan for expressing
the "thematic content." In this symbolic and myth-like poem, while employing sublime and archaic
linguistic elements, the dominant thematic content is despair and hopelessness regarding the
improvement and resolution of the turbulent situation in Iran during the 1950s. The emotional
reaction of Akhavan to the defeat of the freedom-seekers and the dominance of colonialists and
plunderers of Iran's national wealth in past eras is well-depicted in this poem.

Keywords: Contemporary literature, Akhavan-Sales, Ghesey-e Shahr-e Sangestan, thematic
content, form, formalism.
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