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Abstract

One of the most significant social issues, reflected as an important principle in various concepts
within Persian literature, is citizen rights. Literary works are considered an effective, explicit,
widely-received, and enduring way for the realization of the components of citizen rights.
Attention to distinguished concepts such as freedom and justice is found among the major
discussions of citizen rights in contemporary and Constitutional era literature. Malek o-Sho'ara
Bahar is regarded as an important and influential poet of the Constitutional and first Pahlavi
periods, who holds a distinguished position among literary enthusiasts, politicians, sociologists,
and even ordinary people. This research aims to examinate the characteristics of a good ruler from
the perspective of Malek o-Sho'ara Bahar. As the poet's work is derived from the political and
social conditions of his surrounding society, the poems of Malek o-Sho'ara are considered to be a
reflection of the first decade of the fourteenth century in Iran. Attributes such as possessing
intellect, artistry, generosity, and adherence to the law were considered by Bahar to be essential
for statecraft and better administration. In one of his poems, certain characteristics for attaining a
national and suitable political position were expressed. The matter of politics is considered a great
task by him, and the taking of political affairs is not deemed worthy of everyone. It is believed by
him that those who undertake the affairs of the country must possess praiseworthy characteristics
such as: moderation, endeavor, little sleep, good-heartedness, foresight, perseverance, courage,
trustworthiness, integrity, dignity, modesty, discretion, and an awareness of history and sociology.
Despite all these attributes, from Bahar's perspective, the most important condition and
characteristic of a ruler and a government official is his "Javanmardi" (a chivalrous spirit of
magnanimity and integrity).
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