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The Application of Objects in the Poetry of Social Symbolism: A Comparative
Study of the Long Poem '""Khanevade-ye Sarbaz'" by Nima Yushij and the
Poem ""High Windows'' by Philip Larkin
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Abstract

In contemporary symbolist poetry, considering objects as symbols is an effective tool for
interpretation. In Social symbolism, a literary school tied to the name of Nima Yushij in Iran, the
interpretability of the symbol has been used to the fullest. Poems have been composed by Nima
Yushij with new concepts and with tangible, thought-provoking, and expansive objects, which can
be interpreted by any reader through social, cultural, and political concepts. Among European
poets, Philip Larkin is also noted as a poet who understood the adversaries of ordinary people; he
is considered one of the first 20th-century European poets in whose work social and political
concepts were introduced, under the inspiration of the symbolic poems of Mallarmé and
Baudelaire. In this paper, which has been written using an analytical-descriptive method, the social
symbols in Nima's " Khanevade-ye Sarbaz " and Larkin's "High Windows" are examined so that
the poets' mental interpretations may be perceived and expanded into broader concepts. In the end,
the conclusion has been reached that the symbols employed in the two works, "Khanevade-ye
Sarbaz " and " High Windows," are aligned; however, Nima's poetry is found to have been
composed in a manner more tangible and closer to the suffering of the people than the poetry of
Larkin.

Keywords: Objects, Social Symbolism, Nima Yushij, Philip Larkin, High Windows, Khanevade-
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home
For lack of money, and it is all right

Places they guarded, or kept orderly

Must guard themselves, and keep
themselves orderly

We want the money for ourselves at home
Instead of working. And this is all right
(Larkin43)
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Everything crowds under the low D9 g0 1S |yte 33l 4D j> den
horizon,
Steep beach, blue water, towels, red oy plos oM (g ¢ ol O s cwis ol
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steamer stuck in the afternoon

(Larkin,1979:5)
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In Dawn, To wake, and hear a cock 09> ho s g b i gl o
Out of the distance crying S 59§
To pull the curtains back bl Slgp o3 g Wodp S e (gl

And see the clouds flying
How strange it is For the heart to be  wsb s pen (630 4 e (o 5 ol & sl e jai>
loveless, and as cold as these.
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Were lifting up, the black poplars. g s aidy by olaw (sl oo
And in their blazing solitude lisligm e o g

The stars sang in their sockets through the 1, ;5 ke o] 3 5 88165 jlgl 295 Jamo 3 ailus 415l
night,Blow bright, blow bright
(Larkin,1979:27).
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The dead go on before us, they Dlatnts 15 6B 5 Ll |

JAre sitting in God’s house in comfort

We shall see them face to face
(larkin,1979:68)
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